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Iceland 
 

A Through the Lens Tour 
 

A Greentours Itinerary 
 

The tour structure will be different from normal Greentours trips with more emphasis on 

being in the field at the best time for photography i.e. mornings for landscapes, 

staying out later for sunsets, etc. Most tuition will be in the field with the chance to 

review things in the evening on a laptop for those shooting digital. Since people will 

be of varying abilities rather than a formal series of lectures full of technical talk we’ll 

be opting for a relaxed approach with Chris providing pointers in the field as they are 

needed and holding sessions as and when we encounter suitable subjects. These will 

be aimed at improving technique in terms of composition, depth of field and 

exposure. However, to set the scene there will be a discussion at the start to ascertain 

abilities and go through various aspects at some stage during some days when 

appropriate.  
 

Iceland is a superb location for photography, especially landscapes and birds. This is 

a ‘no rush’ tour concentrating on photographic subjects. Nonetheless always have 

binoculars handy as the birdwatching will still be good, it’s just that building a big list is 

not the main aim with this tour. 
 

It is important to be familiar with at least the basic operation of your kit. Endless 

fiddling as your subject slowly creeps away and other group members are waiting is 

not what you want, understand the buttons. There will be times where some of us miss 

out because a subject doesn’t wait around, please be patient as this is unavoidable 

and we’ll all get/miss our chances! Ideally we want to be concentrating on improving 

composition, exposure and sharpness not which button to press for this or that to 

happen. 
 

This tour is a week-long photographic exploration of south and west Iceland with lots 

of time in the field to both see and photograph the special birds of Iceland at the 

start of the breeding season. Fabulous landscapes and scenery perfectly 

complement the summer plumages of the breeding birds. 

 

Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

To Reykjanes 
 

We have an afternoon arrival in Iceland and take a leisurely drive to our south 

Iceland accommodation along the south shore of Reykjanes with several photo 

opportunities on the way. Our guesthouse is located amidst some wonderful 

countryside in the south of Iceland. 
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Day 2 

Harlequins and volcanoes - Þjórsárdalur with Hekla in the background 
 

Þjórsárdalur is a short drive from our guesthouse and we’re sure to find harlequin 

ducks in the streams and rivers there. We shall be close to Iceland’s best known 

volcano, Hekla which provides a splendid scenic backdrop to our travels. We’ll be 

introduced to the breeding waders of Iceland and expect to find Pink-footed Geese 

in the valleys. 

 

Day 3 

Seabirds and eruptions – The Westman Islands 
 

A day on Vestmannaeyjar, a volcanic group of islands off the south coast of Iceland. 

There’s always the chance of some cetaceans as we make the 30 minute ferry 

crossing to the main island of Heimaey. Once there we’ll visit the southern tip of the 

island for seabird photo opportunities. We’ll also visit and learn about the eruption 

that happened in 1973 and walk to the crater that formed. Later in the day we have 

the chance to take a boat trip (weather permitting and optional cost about £45) to 

sail under the cliffs for good views of Guillemots and Razorbills. 

 

Day 4 

Great Skuas and glaciers - The Sand Plains, Mýrdalsjökull ice-cap and Eyjafjallajökull 

volcano 
 

We’ll visit the wild south coast of Iceland in search of Great Skuas which nest on the 

sandur (sand plains) there. We’ll have time to explore the edges of the Mýrdalsjökull 

ice-cap and visit the snout of one of its valley glaciers. The incredible landscapes 

provide a wonderful backdrop for our wildlife photography. We’ll also see the 

Eyjafjallajökull volcano which caused so much disruption in 2010. 

 

Day 5 

via Þingvellir to the Snæfellsnes peninsula 
 

A travelling day to reach our next accommodation on the wild Snæfellsnes 

peninsula. We’ll visit Þingvellir for both Great Northern Divers and Red-throated Divers 

on the way. We also will find Barrow’s Goldeneye here, too. We travel around 

Hvalfjörður for the coastal landscapes there. We’ll reach Grundarfjörður in the early 

evening. 

 

Day 6 

Snæfellsnes — Iceland in miniature. Optional whale watching boat trip. 
 

We’ll head west along the peninsula looking for Brünnich’s Guillemots and the other 

seabirds that nest on the black basalt cliffs. We expect good close-up views of these 

species. There are lots of Arctic Terns and various waders in the area and there’s a 
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chance of some land-based cetacean watching as well. In the afternoon we can 

take a whale watching boat trip with a reasonable chance of encountering Orcas 

amongst other species (weather permitting and optional cost about £55). Snæfellsnes 

scenery is spectacular. 

 

Day 7 

The island of Flatey. 
 

We sail to Flatey for some of the best views of waders you’ll find anywhere. We’ll have 

close-up views of Redshank, Whimbrel, Common Snipe and Red-necked Phalarope. 

There’s also a good chance of seeing Grey Phalarope too. Puffins and Black 

Guillemots are all around. We have a full day on the island with a later than usual 

dinner tonight. 

 

Day 8 

Borgarnes, Reykjavík and departure 
 

We have a leisurely drive via Borgarnes to Iceland’s capital Reykjavík before we 

transfer to Keflavík for our afternoon return flight. 

 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from our 

previous Through the Lens tours to Iceland. If you would like to ask about any other 

aspect of this holiday, please call us, or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, Leigh Cottage, Gauledge Lane, Longnor, Buxton SK17 0PA, UK. Tel/Fax 

+44 (0)1298 83563. After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a 

detailed information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. 
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